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also provide an opportunity to work con-
structively with NATO to improve security
and stability in Europe as a whole.

This year Iceland has the pleasure to host
a robust Partnership for Peace exercise, ‘‘Co-
operative Safeguard 97,’’ the first exercise
within the framework of PfP to be conducted
in here in our country.

The scenario for Cooperative Safeguard 97,
focusing on natural disaster relief, is ex-
tremely important to Iceland. The Icelandic
nation has always been at the mercy of the
forces of nature, be it earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions, avalanches or cruel seas. The ex-
ercise gives the domestic agencies and orga-
nizations working in this field an excellent
opportunity to test their strength in inter-
national co-operation. Furthermore it is my
strong belief that all participating partner-
ship states will benefit greatly from the type
of civil and military co-operation which is
the backbone of the exercise.

The importance of Cooperative Safeguard
97 is not confined to its value as a disaster
relief exercise. It also has a great political
significance as a practical manifestation of
the intimate co-operation and friendly rela-
tionship that has developed between NATO
and non-NATO countries through PfP. Twen-
ty countries will participate. Russian par-
ticipation in the exercise is especially sig-
nificant.

Russia, and Ukraine, occupy a special
place in Europe and in the outreach of the
Alliance to non-members. An independent,
democratic and stable Ukraine is in all our
interests. Therefore the Alliance is in the
process of developing an effective relation-
ship with Ukraine. I hope this new security
relationship will be formalized by the time
of the Madrid summit.

Our relations with Russia are at the same
time going through a rapid transformation.
We realize and recognize Russia’s difficultly
in appreciating Nato’s enlargement, but
frankly it is not for Russia to decide, veto,
or prevent.

We have collectively been working hard to
explain to the Russians that enlargement is
not directed against the security interests of
any country and the Alliance has always
been and will continue to be defensive in na-
ture; the Alliance has never had any terri-
torial aspirations. NATO enlargement will
happen not because the Alliance wants to ex-
pand, but because the countries of Central
and Eastern Europe are exercising their sov-
ereign right to choose their own security ar-
rangements.

However, a constructive participation of
Russia in European security is of fundamen-
tal importance. That is why we must inten-
sify and formalize our relations with Russia
through a special charter or agreement. It is
very important that our Secretary General
has had the full support of all allies in carry-
ing out these discussions and I hope they
will soon come to a fruitful conclusion that
will be of benefit to the security of NATO,
Russia and Europe as a whole.

The goal is to establish far-reaching con-
sultative mechanisms and opportunities for
extended co-operation, and even joint action,
between Russia and the Alliance. The Alli-
ances’ co-operation with Russia in IFOR and
SFOR has proved that facing practical prob-
lems, NATO and Russia can work together
effectively and efficiently for the benefit of
European security.

Ladies and Gentleman, I have briefly dis-
cussed Iceland and NATO, and some of the
most important tasks facing our Alliance in
the immediate future. In less than eight
years we have witnessed European security
changing from confrontation to co-oper-
ation, from hostility to partnership. This is
however no time for complacency. We need
to continuously move forward and stay alert,

otherwise we risk loosing what we have al-
ready gained. That is why the North Atlantic
Alliance will continue to be important, rel-
evant and necessary to ensure that peace and
stability will prevail, for current and future
generations.

Finally, our Alliance is based on freedom
and respect for democratic principles, Ice-
land has the oldest parliament in the world,
founded almost twelve hundred years ago.
We attach great importance to the role of
parliament and parliamentarians in preserv-
ing and enhancing democracy in our coun-
try. Likewise, the importance of democratic
principles is reflected in your valuable work
in the different parliaments of Alliance
member states. As we enlarge our Alliance
to include the new democracies to our east,
we will contribute to the strengthening of
freedom and democratic development which
is the key to prosperity and progress. Like-
wise it is of utmost importance that the new
democracies themselves make every effort to
strengthen the democratic process within as
well as respect for those principles through
their actions. Strong and viable democratic
development is fundamental to European se-
curity and stability, and of course the en-
largement of NATO.
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Mr. FOGLIETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to the members of the Rotary
Club of Mugello, Italy, who have provided civic
and humanitarian services to their community
for the past 20 years.

Established in 1977 in the town of Mugello,
nestled in the beautiful hills of Tuscany, the
club claims as members some of the most
prominent business and professional leaders
of the Tuscany region. They include: physi-
cians, dentists, architects, engineers, clothing
designers, manufacturers, publishers, govern-
ment officials, cattle ranchers, and business-
men.

The club has strong ties to the city of Phila-
delphia through Circuit Judge Joseph Bruno
and his wife, Kathy. It has also established a
twin-club relationship with a Rotary Club in
Philadelphia, as well as with clubs in France
and Greece. Among its other activities through
Rotary International, the Rotary Club of
Mugello has established scholarship funds for
Italian students to study at graduate schools
here in the United States.

The Rotary Club of Mugello, under the lead-
ership of its president, Paolo Collini and its in-
coming president, Alvaro Baglioni, will soon
celebrate 20 years of ‘‘Service Above Self,’’
which is the motto of Rotary International and
which is particularly fitting in the case of the
Mugello Rotarians. In light of their 20 years of
service to the community and their continued
efforts at international outreach, I ask that my
colleagues join me today in honoring the Ro-
tary Club of Mugello, Italy.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Gasper Magarian. Mr.
Magarian, a Fresno, CA attorney, has the dis-
tinction of being the oldest practicing attorney
in the State of California.

As noted in a recent article from the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union magazine
[AGBU], Magarian’s family—like many other
Armenian families in Fresno—arrived in Amer-
ica 100 years ago. His family immigrated to
Massachusetts to escape the atrocities suf-
fered under Ottoman Turkish persecution.
Magarian was born in Billercia, MA, and
moved to Fresno in 1904 with his parents. His
brothers and sisters were all born after the
family moved to Fresno.

His brothers and sisters range in age from
85–94 years old. Magarian, the oldest brother
at age 97, is the only sibling still practicing in
his current profession. He has voluntarily cut
back on the amount of hours that he practices
at the law firm of Heyman, Krikorian and
Magarian, located in downtown Fresno. The
Magarian name on the firm is that of his
grandson Mark, but his 62-year-old son Don-
ald—and Magarian himself—later joined in on
the firm’s ventures. Grandson Mark Magarian
calls his grandfather, Gasper, ‘‘one of our
most valuable assets.’’ Others in the firm
speak to the advantage to having someone
around with 70 years of legal experience.

Magarian remarks that life for lawyers has
changed since his earlier days. Magarian
graduated from a local Fresno high school and
attended Stanford University in 1919. At the
time, there was no tuition at Stanford and inci-
dental fees totaled about $60. Magarian fin-
ished law school and was admitted to the Cali-
fornia State Bar in 1926. He began to work for
a San Francisco law firm, but eventually
moved back to Fresno in 1934.

In the first 50 years of his practice,
Magarian handled issues ranging from bank-
ruptcy, divorce, land transfers, and criminal
cases. Magarian also handled a varied work-
load of paid cases, while maintaining a pro
bono caseload for the middle class and the
poor. Throughout his career he has also main-
tained a close relationship with the Armenian
community.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have Mr.
Magarian practicing law in the 19th congres-
sional district. His love for the legal profession
and his perspective on life is both refreshing
and inspirational. I congratulate him on his life-
time of accomplishments and ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing him every suc-
cess on his future endeavors.
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Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to join today with Mr. SHAW and Mr. STARK
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